Induction Seminar Syllabus: Instructional Practices

2009-2010

Elementary and Secondary Sessions

Please bring ideas, examples, and samples to share at each monthly meeting.  We want these sessions to be interactive and we know you have a lot to offer.

September 28: Classroom Management

Facilitator: Sheri Park

Location: HosmerSchool

Reading: Chapter 3

Goals and Topics:

· Discus key elements necessary to develop classroom rules/standards, routines, and expectations to maximize learning.

October 27: Working Effectively with Parents

Facilitators:

Location: Hosmer School

Reading: Chapter 9

Goals and Topics:

· Communicating with parents to establish positive relationships

· Conferencing effectively with parents

· Maximizing parent involvement

Please bring examples of newsletters, websites and other ways you have found that are effective ways to communicate with parents.

November 24: Using Teacher-Made, Local and State Assessments to Inform Your Instruction

(Elementary and Secondary will meet together for the beginning of this session, and then will break into sub-groups)

Facilitators:

Location: Hosmer School

Reading: Chapter 6

Goals and Topics:

· Describe the various purposes for assessment

· Define the similarities and differences between summative and formative assessments

· Define the similarities and differences between product and performance assessments

· Create teacher-made product and performance assessments that assess the level of student mastery on the stated objectives both formatively and summatively

· Write rubrics that assess student products and performances on those concepts that are difficult to quantify for assessment
December: No F2F Session

January 26: Differentiating Instruction to Meet the Needs of Diverse Learners

Facilitators:  

Location: Hosmer School

Reading: Chapter 4

Goals and Topics:

· Define differentiated instruction 

· Plan lessons that flexibly provide reteaching practice and extension as needed

· Manage differentiated activities in a single lesson

· Use graphic organizers and other strategies that attend to various learning styles

· Use  a variety of instructional strategies to differentiate instruction

February 23: Teachers Professionally Developing Teachers

Facilitators: Jean Fitzgerald and Bill McCarthy

Location: Hosmer School Library

Reading: Chapter 11

Goals and Topics:

· Learn about Peer-Reflection

· Introduce strategies for observing colleagues’ teaching

March 30: Questioning Practices

Facilitators:

Location:Hosmer School

Reading: Chapter 5

Goals and Topics:

· Discus key purposes for which teachers ask questions and the various types of questions used to raise student critical thinking, inform instruction, student assessment, and questions that respond effectively to student correct and incorrect responses. 

April 27: The Brain and Student Learning

Facilitator Debbie Munger

Location: Hosmer School

Reading: Chapter 8

Goals and Topics:

· Explain how the brain functions- left brain – right brain – learning and the parts of the brain

· Explain Howard Gardner’s theory on multiple intelligences

· Explain how the brain functions in relation to memory

· Introduce brain gym activities

May 18: Putting it All Together - (Celebration)

Facilitators: Mentors

Location:

Reading: None

Goals and Topics:

· Reflecting on the first year

· Planning for next year

· Celebrating accomplishments

