
Watertown Middle School Suggested Reading 2008-09  
Grades 6,7 & 8 

 
Adventure   
Avi:  True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  
Charlotte crosses the Atlantic in 1832 on a ship with a cruel captain and a mutinous crew.  
  
Cooney, Caroline:  Goddess of Yesterday  
Caught up in the Trojan War, Anaxandra must reinvent herself to appease the gods and save her own life in 
this exciting novel. 
 
Farmer, Nancy:  A Girl Named Disaster  
While journeying to Zimbabwe, 11-year-old Nhamo struggles to escape drowning and starvation and in so 
doing comes close to the luminous world of the African spirits.  
  
Hobbs, Will:  Jason's Gold  
When news of the discovery of gold in Canada's Yukon in 1897 reaches 15-year-old Jason, he embarks on 
a 5,000 mile journey to strike it rich. 
 
Holm, Jennifer:  Boston Jane: an Adventure  
Schooled in lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for 
manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific Northwest and while living among the American traders 
and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory.  
  
Horowitz, Anthony:  Stormbreaker  
After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, 14-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue his 
uncle’s dangerous work for Britain’s intelligence agency, MI 6.  
  
Ibbotson, Eva:  Journey to the River Sea  
Sent with her governess to live with the dreadful Carter family in exotic Brazil in 1910, Maia endures many 
hardships before fulfilling her dream of exploring the Amazon River.  
  
London, Jack:  The Call of the Wild  
During the gold rush, a kidnapped dog becomes the leader of a wolf pack. 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds:  The Fear Place  
Doug learns to face his fears while camping in the Rockies with his older brother.  
  
O'Dell, Scott:  Black Star, Bright Dawn  
Bright Dawn runs the Iditarod alone when her father is injured. 
 
Ralston, Aron:  Between a Rock and a Hard Place  
A canoe trip through Minnesota’s lake country becomes a fight for survival for Mark and his diabetic 
cousin.  
  
Voight, Cynthia:  Homecoming  
Abandoned by their mother, four children begin a search for a home and an identity.  
  
White, Robb:  Deathwatch  
A young man nearly loses his life while working as a guide on a desert hunting trip. 
 
 
 
 


