WATERTOWN Public Schools

Watentown, Massactusetts O2472-5452

50 Comman Street Plione: 617-926-7700
Pax: 617-923-1254

Hnn Rowufman-"Fredenick, P4.D.
Supercutendent

December 1, 2010
Dear Parent/Guardian,

As we begin the winter holiday season, | want taingl you about last year's new Ethics Law and oatéktown
Public School policy on gifts. Please consider ¢hresjuirements in your thoughtfulness to schoctqanel.

Recently the General Counsel for the state Eth@wi@ission made this statement pertaining to teactiénder
section 23(b)(2)(i) a teacher, like any other patdmployee, can only accept Christmas gifts giverabse of
official position that are less than $50 in valueamilies can take up a collection and give a grgifpto a teacher,
but only if the total value of the group gift is$ethan $50.(General Laws chapter 268A, section 23(b)(2)(l)he
State Ethics Commission will consider a group eieseof gifts, individually less than $50.00 in walbut adding up
to $50.00 or more, given in any one calendar yedetin aggregate a gift that violates the newdsthaw.

However, the State Ethics Commission has also tigcapproved a narrow exception to the above rotecfass
gifts to teachersEffective December 2010, Public School studentgoautideir parents and guardians may give a
class gift or several gifts during tlsehool year, with an aggregate value of up to $150.00 to @lhe. Any such
gift or giftsmust be identified only as being from the class, and the identity of the givers and amounts given may
not be identified to the teacher. Parents may also give gifts to the classroortherschool in accordance with the
rules of the school distric(See 930 C.M.R. 5.08(14pmphasis added). If an individual gives a gifatteacher
because of official position, or if the givers aardounts of a class gift are identified to the teacthis exception
will not apply.

The new Ethics Law also recommends appropriatenaltees that do not violate the conflict of interéaw:“A
group of families can give a gift to the schoofarthe use of the classroom (as opposed to thehtas personal
use) without violating the law. For instance, bsak supplies can be bought for the classroom &argdriot
considered a gift to the teacher. Families cardlave their children write letters of appreciatitmteachers.”
(General Laws chapter 268A, section 23(b)(2)(i)).

The Watertown Public School policy on gifts stat@$ie acceptance of personal gifts by school pergbfmom
parents and/or students can be subject to misin¢ation and a source of embarrassment to the dchyemtem and
all persons involved. When families, students,tbeis wish to express personal appreciation toaaher or other
staff member, the School Committee urges themdaiibdes of expression that do not involve perspifisl”
(Gifts to and Solicitations by Staff, File GBEBC).

We very much appreciate your recognition of teaglaed staff during the holiday season, and | kriesvrneans a
lot to them. | don’t want to discourage you fronirfgeas thoughtful as you have always been, justsgldeep in
mind the constraints set forth in the new ethiggsla

Have a safe and healthy holiday season.
Sincerely,
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Ann Koufman-Frederick



